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in advancing the retirement security of the
American people. Our Nation has lost a valu-
able ally in the critical struggle to achieve eco-
nomic security for our Nation’s retirees.

Fortunately for our Nation, however, Director
Slate’s 4 years of success at the PBGC were
not a temporary foray into government service
but the capstone of a lifelong career of service
to the public. Prior to coming to the PBGC,
Mr. Slate oversaw employee benefit plans for
the Internal Revenue Service and served in a
variety of capacities at the Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission. Marty's lifelong dedi-
cation to ensuring equal opportunity and pre-
serving workplace benefit security brought tan-
gible results to millions of working Americans.
His life stands as a testament to the fact that
one can achieve great good in service to
one’s country.

Mr. Speaker, this past Thursday | attended
a memorial service for Director Slate. While
this required me to miss several recorded
votes here in the House, | was proud to count
myself among the hundreds of colleagues and
friends who gathered to pay tribute to this ex-
ceptional man. Speaker after speaker rose to
celebrate the life and mourn the passing of
this quintessential public servant and vibrant
friend. For those of us who had known him
only professionally, we learned in moving
terms that Marty’s dedication to his country
was matched by dedication to his friends and
family. Country, colleagues, family, friends—all
will miss him terribly.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues in this
Chamber to join me in sending heartfelt con-
dolences to Marty’s wife, Dr. Caroline Poplin,
and to the other members of Marty’s family. At
this difficult time, | know that we all join in ex-
pressing our sincere gratitude for Marty's
many years of dedicated service to this Nation
and his fellow citizens.

DECERTIFYING MEXICO

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 11, 1997

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | would like to in-
sert into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD a letter
to President Clinton from Grant Woods, attor-
ney general from the State of Arizona; and
Daniel E. Lungren, attorney general from the
State of California. | call our colleagues’ atten-
tion to the important message conveyed in this
letter from two leaders on the frontlines in the
struggle against illegal drugs.

Their message is clear: United States law
enforcement resources have been com-
promised by corruption among their counter-
parts in Mexico. They call upon this Congress
to decertify Mexico.

Mr. Speaker, in consultation with our col-
leagues, we will present legislation on Thurs-
day that will decertify Mexico and send a bi-
partisan message to President Clinton and to
the Mexican Government on steps that should
be taken to stem the flow of drugs into the
United States from Mexico.

| commend our friends from California and
Arizona and urge my colleagues to study the
wise counsel conveyed in their letter.
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STATE OF ARIZONA,
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL,
Washington, DC, February 27, 1997.
Hon. BiLL CLINTON,
Office of The President of the United States,
The White House, Washington, DC.

DEAR PRESIDENT CLINTON: As the chief law
and law enforcement officers of our respec-
tive States, we are gravely concerned with
recent reports that our cooperative efforts
with law enforcement officials of the Repub-
lic of Mexico in the fight against illegal
drugs may have been seriously compromised.
This is intolerable. It threatens the integrity
of our own enforcement efforts in our respec-
tive States, States which border Mexico and
which are heavily impacted by the devastat-
ing cross-border illegal drug trade. Frankly,
we are concerned about the consequences to
state and national drug enforcement person-
nel, programs, strategies, data, equipment
and criminal intelligence sources.

Accordingly, we urge you to take the ap-
propriate action under sections 489 and 490 of
the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 to decer-
tify the Republic of Mexico as a country
“fully cooperating’ with the United States
to end drug production, trafficking and re-
lated activities. While this step appears to be
drastic, we are unaware of any credible alter-
native means of impressing upon the appro-
priate agencies of national authority in Mex-
ico the seriousness of these breaches of secu-
rity. We cannot continue to cooperate in sen-
sitive operations fighting drugs under these
circumstances.

Sincerely,
GRANT WO0O0DS,
Attorney General,
State of Arizona.
DANIEL E. LUNGREN,
Attorney General,
State of California.

HONORING BILL HARDMAN, SR.,
FOR HIS SERVICE TO THE STATE
OF TENNESSEE AND OTHER
SOUTHEAST STATES IN THE
AREA OF TOURISM

HON. BOB CLEMENT

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 11, 1997

Mr. CLEMENT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Mr. Bill Hardman, Sr., and his service
to the State of Tennessee and other South-
east States in the area of tourism.

Mr. Hardman, who has served as the presi-
dent and CEO of the Southeast Tourism Soci-
ety [STS] since its inception in 1983, is relin-
quishing his duties on March 15, 1997. He will
be greatly missed.

Mr. Hardman is a legend in the tourism in-
dustry. He began his career in 1959 when he
became Georgia’s first tourism director, a po-
sition he held for 12 years. One of Mr. Hard-
man’s first projects was to construct welcome
centers at Georgia’'s State borders. The State
was the first in the Southeast other than Flor-
ida to form a welcome center program. Before
he left, he had planned and coordinated eight
welcome centers. Following his successful
program, other Southeastern States began
constructing welcome centers and today, all
Southeastern States have strong welcome
center programs.

Mr. Hardman instituted the first Governor's
Conference on Tourism in the United States in
Georgia and other States followed. In 1965,
he created and served as the first president
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for the Southern Travel Directors Council,
which later became known as Travel South
USA. He developed a high impact advertising
program in television, radio, and newspaper
and attended trade shows for the State of
Georgia all over America and Europe.

Mr. Hardman was involved in Presidential
Inaugurations and entered Georgia floats in
the Kennedy, Johnson, and Nixon inaugura-
tions. He was instrumental in obtaining favor-
able legislation for tourism in Georgia. For
several years, he had Georgia floats in the
tournament of Roses Parade. He won a num-
ber of awards including the Sweepstakes
Award. Hardman organized the Jimmy Carter
Inaugural Special train to Washington for the
inauguration of his home State President
Jimmy Carter. The special train sold out in 2
days and several cars on the regular train
from Atlanta to Washington were sold to the
Jimmy Carter group.

Mr. Hardman left his State of Georgia em-
ployment in 1971 to go into his own business,
a travel agency, travel advertising and pro-
motion accounts, attraction development, trade
show management and other areas of the
tourism industry. In 1983, he got the idea for
a regional travel organization. In September
1983, 21 people from 7 Southeastern States
met in Atlanta to determine if there was a
need for such an organization. The result was
the formation of the Southeast Tourism Soci-
ety, which currently has a membership of 450
people representing 10 Southeastern States.
STS is the strongest regional travel organiza-
tion in the nation. The purpose of STS is to
market and develop tourism and travel to and
within the Southeastern States of Alabama,
Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mis-
sissippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Ten-
nessee, and Virginia.

Mr. Hardman currently serves on the White
House Conference Travel and Safety Commit-
tee. He has won numerous awards including
the coveted Travel Industry Association of
American Knight of the Golden Horseshoe
Award in 1973.

Mr. Hardman’s organizational and people
skills have been the key to 10 States working
together as though there are no State borders
and working for the good of the region as a
whole. The Southeast States enjoy an abun-
dance of tourism, due, in part, to the efforts of
Mr. Hardman. He is a good friend, not only to
the States represented by STS, but also to me
personally. Tennessee has been served well
by his many successes. But, | don't expect
him to sit idly by, so | hope we will be hearing
from him often. Mr. Hardman will certainly be
missed in his position at STS. | wish him the
best of luck.

TRIBUTE TO MARYANN MEDINA

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 11, 1997

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Maryann Medina, a dedicated commu-
nity leader who is being honored as an in-
ductee into the San Mateo County Women'’s
Hall of Fame.

Maryann Medina, one of the few Latina
women working for the San Francisco Post
Office in 1966, recognized the importance of
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